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will be a generation which has been struggling all its life and
which will be quite unable to find hidden resources either to
maintain its traditional background or to give its children
the same opportunities as it enjoyed itself. The Socialists
accept and welcome this. The next generation of the pro-
fessions, in fact of the leaders in all walks of life, will be scholar-
ship boys picked out on their merits from the national education
system and helped by state aid at every point to qualify them-
selves for a professional career. It is necessary to ask, and
wise to consider carefully before we give the answer, whether
the selection will be made on sound principles and whether
the education will be as good as in the past.

We pay far too little attention to the declared objective of
the Socialists to lower, not to raise, the top standards of higher
secondary and university education. Clever boys and girls in
the provided schools must not take the school certificate until
the age when all can take it, and as many as possible of the old
fee-paying grammar schools are to be turned into free schools
to which pupils will be allocated from the district in which
they are situated, not selected from a relatively wide area by
the school governors. All this stems from a revolutionary con-
viction that the right to choose the kind of education which
children are to be given is a matter not for the parents but for
the State, and that the parents, so far from having the right to
claim from the State for their children the opportunities which
they themselves enjoyed, have not even the right to give their
children these opportunities at their own expense. The parents
are indeed to be consulted, but theirs is not to be the deter-
mining voice. So far this revolutionary invasion of natural
rights, of the jus naturae as known to the civilized world for much
more than two thousand years, is not universally applied. The
rich can afford to send their children to the great public schools,
and there are still a number of the grammar schools which have
preserved the right to retain places for fee-paying students.
The Socialist objective is, however, clearly defined. No parent,
merely because he can afford to pay for the higher education
of his children, shall be allowed to do so. It is claimed to be
no more than the logical application of the doctrine of fair
shares: the children of the richer parents should not be allowed